
			 	

 

If you are coming to Washington, DC, let us know by emailing 
info@schoolgirlsunite.org, because we’ll want to meet up with you at 
Congress! We would also love to hear about all your experiences meeting 
with leaders in their local offices! We will want to include your stories on 
our blog and promote your social media posts.  

 

P.S.  When we say “leaders” we don’t just mean legislators, we mean 
anyone who has power or makes decisions for others. You can use these 
strategies when talking to a principal about getting space in the school for 
an event after hours, or with a business council on promoting a fundraiser 

in the community. Just 
remember to be 
confident, know your 
ask, know your facts, get 
an answer, and follow 
up. 
U.S. Representative John 
Sarbanes 

 

 

 

There is no one right way to form a team. It might start 
with a couple of friends and grow. You might organize 

one event and two people show interest in getting 
involved. An existing club might want to expand its 

mission to include this cause and you can be the one to 
suggest it. Our free action guide you can download 
includes an entire chapter describing the heart, gut, 

and backbone of getting started. 

EASY FIRST STEPS 
A great conversation 
starter and recruiting 
strategy is asking people 
to sign our Equal 
Education for Girls 
Everywhere Petition 
(refer to Section VI). You 
may wind up talking with 
a few people who add 
their names and want to 
do more. They could 
become your core 
group.  

   

 
         

SIMPLE, FEISTY ACTION 
Organize a community awareness event, perhaps in combination with a 
fundraiser. You can create a buzz and probably will wind up attracting a 
couple more worker bees to plan other activities.   

 

Here’s one action that was a blast and can generate great photos for social 
media!  

 

 
 
 
 

 
by Mira Fleming 

“I was clinging to the outside of a gigantic green dumpster behind a Baja 
Fresh restaurant. Melissa was waiting below, catching the boxes I threw down. 
School Girls Unite was having a concert and I thought we needed an 
edge...something small that would make our event more memorable than 
other benefit concerts.  

The basic idea was we would have five people-sized cardboard 
boxes, which represented barriers to education, development, 
and defeating poverty. The last box was bigger than the others 
and represented EDUCATION. We decorated the boxes, painting the 
names of the barriers on the front: HIV/AIDS, SEXISM, CHILD MARRIAGE, and 
POVERTY and glued posters with facts about each barrier to the sides of the 
boxes. We did the same for the EDUCATION box and then cut eye holes in 
each.  

When the concert began, we hid the boxes under the stage. A couple minutes 
before our cue, my friends and I chose our boxes. I was going to be CHILD 
MARRIAGE, since it has been kind of my issue. Max and Michael argued about 
who was going to be AIDS and who was going to be POVERTY.  

“Michael, wait = I want to be AIDS. Give me AIDS!” 

“Max, NO! I’m not going to give you AIDS.” 

Each of us ended up in boxes and then Anika - one of the concert’s MC’s 
called for us. We ran into the crowd, unable to see much through our tiny eye 
holes. We formed a line, all of us running in crazy circles, running away from 
EDUCATION, who screamed wildly from inside her box. As I ran, the box 
jumped up and down and I couldn’t see unless I stopped, bending my knees. 
When I did, I saw one of the audience members running in front of me, 
chasing after Max in the POVERTY box and jumping up into the air to deliver 
a kick to the back of the box every so often. Everyone was yelling. Eventually 
we made it back to the front of the stage and I collapsed. People started 
kicking me and I heard people yelling, “Screw you AIDS!” 
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It was an incredible moment! In the end, the audience got it - they 
understood the concept that EDUCATION has the ability to overcome all the 
problems of poverty.” - Excerpt from “Girls Gone Activist!” (2009) page 28.  

 

DON’T FEAR THE MIC!   
Offer to speak to other groups, at conferences, or even on the radio. Pull 
together some compelling facts along with some stories about someone 
like Malala and perhaps our Mali scholarship students. Throw out some 
questions and have the audience try to guess the answers. Maybe show a 
short video. More than likely, at least a few people will respond with 
enthusiasm and want to join your team.     

 

  

School Girls Unite presenters at public library event with Karen Leggett Abouraya, author of 
“Malala Yousafzai: Warrior with Words”  

 

 

Become an Official School 
Girls Unite Group  
School Girls Unite, the international initiative of the 
nonprofit called Youth Activism Project, is located in 
Washington, DC. In addition to our 10-year-old Mali 
Girls Scholarship Program, our youth-led organization 
led the victorious national campaign to mobilize U.S. 
support to establish the United Nations International 
Day of the Girl Child, now celebrated annually on 
October 11th.  
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FAQS 
● What should we name our group? 

Some of our chapters decided on their own unique name, for 
example, Global Equality Now (GEN). That’s okay by us. GEN 
mentions its ties with School Girls Unite and uses Education for All 
as a tag line to emphasize the importance of this overarching 
global solution and that involvement is not limited to just girls.   

 

● How many members should we have? 
No minimum and no maximum. We’ve been amazed how much a 
few people can do.  

 

● Should we have officers? 
You decide whether to have a president or other officers or a non-
hierarchical structure. We’ve found that it is important to create 
committees or teams to plan events but again, it’s up to you. 

 

● Should we be a community or school-based group?  
Some of our chapters meet each week during school lunch or after 
school and others get together at the public library or some 
neighborhood spot.   

 

● Do we have to pay to join? 
There is no membership fee to be an official School Girls Unite 
group. 

 

● How much money do we have to raise?  
Our non-profit does not require a minimum amount of money to 
be donated to our Mali Girls Scholarship program, but we 
encourage you to have at least 1 fundraiser during the school year.  

 

● How often do we need to communicate with School 
Girls Unite?  
We ask that you share news about your activities at least once a 
month. You will receive regular updates from School Girls Unite.  

 

● Can we connect on social media? 
Refer to our guidelines in Section IV and provide School Girls Unite 
with Instagram, FB and other online accounts where you will be 
publicizing your group and this cause so we can promote your 
activities. 

 

● Do we need insurance? 
In our registration agreement, please note that School Girls Unite 
(and our parent nonprofit organization) cannot provide liability 
insurance coverage for any of your activities. Usually your school, 
library, park, or mall has insurance coverage so this should not be a 
problem.  

 

● Can students receive Service Learning Credit or 
recommendations? 
If your group provides detailed logs of the activities of individual 
members, School Girls Unite can verify community service hours 
and also write reference letters and scholarship applications.  
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Register Your Group 

To register, please complete the School Girls Unite Group Registration Form 
online or simply provide all the information requested below and email it to 
coordinator Wendy Lesko at wendy@schoolgirlsunite.org. The form looks 
something like this: 

 
 

Or, you can print, fill it out, and send it back to us! 

Once we receive your registration request, answer your questions and 
clarify any questions we have about your group, we will mail you an 
awesome School Girls Unite Starter Pack.   
The form will ask for basic information as well as your group’s short and 
long term goals, so make sure to brainstorm with everyone! 

 

You CAN make a difference and it starts NOW. Here is 

a grab bag of statistics, quotes and other information 

that anyone can quickly memorize and use as talking 

points with potential members, potential donors and 

decision makers. Also, videos and lots of other sources 

can be found on our website as well as Girls Gone 

Activist! How to Change the World through Education, 

our free action guide we wrote with our sisters in Mali. 

● Facts & Stats  
● Favorite Quotes  
● Mali Success Stories 
● Equal Education for Girls Globally Petition 
● Sample Recruiting Flyer 
● Sample ‘Elevator’ Pitches 
● Donation Receipt  


